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proved unequal to the task. So far as the author is engaged in the history 
of the Hebrew spirit, his work halts somewhat and he is to a considerable 
degree dependent upon Bruce's Apologetics. But when he leaves this neces- 
sary but not altogether congenial task and enters upon that which is really 
the most original and valuable portion of the work, his thought is most 
stimulating and fresh. Especially do we commend his emphasis of the social 
side of the spirit of Jesus. It is growing everyday more apparent that it is 
no longer possible to consider man as an isolated, unsocial being. The work 
of President Hyde has already attempted to restate current theology after 
making the necessary corrections in this particular, but this work of Dr. 
Coyle must be regarded as an even more successful attempt. It is quite 
possible that his expectations are by no means too sanguine and that "the 
whole catalogue of great dogmas which have played their part in religious 
history will be revived, restated and vindicated as having originally been 
dictated bv the social spirit." It would, indeed, be possible to raise ques- 
tions in regard to certain statements in the book. One wonders whether 
Jesus really did expect the end of the world to come during his own lifetime 
(p. 143), and it is a little difficult to agree in the author's characterization of 
the reign of Charlemagne (p. 211), and it might also be said that the treat- 
ment at times is so very general as to become hardly more than a series of 
truisms. But on the whole one must say that the book is one of power, 
marked by broad reading and evident originality in thought, and is bound to 
be of great service to thinking men. The author has grappled with modern 
questions and has discovered an answer bv the use of modern methods. It 
is inexpressibly sad to know that a book so full of promise and power is 
posthumous. S. M. 

The Ethics of the Old Testament. By the Rev. VV. S. Bruce, M.A. New 
York: Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons. 1895. Pp.292. §1.75. 

That we need a book on the ethics of the Old Testament does not require 
proof ; that this book is needed, however, is another question. It starts off 
promisingly. The writer proposes to treat the ethics of the Old Testament in 
the light of two principles: (1) the progressive education of Israel; (2) the 
character of that early dispensation. But the promise is not fulfilled. There 
is absolutely no real historical discussion of Old Testament ethics in this 
volume. The writer says that what the critics have discovered about the age 
and order of the Old Testament writings does not concern his discussion. To 
us, on the other hand, it seems that these conclusions are vital, and the 
writer's failure to consider them has been fatal to the usefulness of the whole 
discussion. We sympathize heartily with his opposition to the naturalism of 
such scholars as Kuenen and Stade. He has made out a most excellent 
argument against them. But it seems to us that he has put the apologetic 
purpose too much in the foreground to enable him to appreciate fairly the 
problems that are involved in his discussion. He is always seeking for a 
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chance to show that this or that element in the morality of the Old Testament 
must be supernaturally revealed, whereas, he would have been far more 
effective, if he had allowed the facts to speak for themselves and had summed 
up the inevitable inferences at the close of his volume. As it is, this apolo- 
getic purpose has made him altogether too sweeping in his depreciation of 
non- Jewish ethics and of the progress of extra-Israelitish peoples in develop- 
ing moral principles. Perhaps the most satisfactory point about the book 
is a detailed treatment of the Decalogue. But we shall still have to wait for 
what the author had a splendid opportunity to give, viz., a scientific treatment 
of the development of moral principles among the Hebrews, based upon a 
critical arrangement and study of Old Testament documents. 

G. S. G. 

Central Truths and Side Issues. By the Rev. R. G. Balfour. New York : 
Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons. 1895. $1.40. 
Mr. Balfour is a theologian of the old school, but well-read and with open 
eye. He discusses such central subjects as the Incarnation and the Atone- 
ment, and such side issues as Baptism, the Covenant at Sinai, and Resurrec- 
tion of the body. We admire the frankness and candor of the treatment. 
His discussion of the theories of the atonement is summed up in this sen- 
tence : "All that we claim is that the doctrine of substitution shall have 
the first and fundamental place, and then all the others will group 
themselves naturally around it." The weakest discussion is that on the 
Covenant of Sinai, in which he shows clearly that he is still struggling in the 
gulf and mire of the theories about the "covenants." He regards God as 
carrying on a great experiment with the two great divisions of the human 
race. " The Gentiles were left to the light of nature, suffered to walk in their 
own ways, in order to test the question : 'Can man, in the exercise of his own 
unaided reason and conscience, find out God and raise himself to a higher and 
better life?' The result of the experiment was a negative answer. The 
Jews, the chosen people of God, to whom he had by direct revelation made 
known his character and will, were put under a covenant of law with a view 
of testing this further question: 'Can man, even when placed in the most 
favorable circumstances, win eternal life by any doings of his own ? ' And 
the answer to that question furnished by the history of Israel was an emphatic 
negative." We have passed the era in which God was looked upon as the 
Great Experimenter. G. S. G. 

The Parables by the Lake. By W. H. Thomson, M.D., LL.D. New York : 
Harper & Brothers. 1895. Pp. 159. 
Among the many books upon parables, this modest little volume has a 
merit peculiar to itself. It is written by a physician, who, as the son of Rev. 
William M. Thomson, D.D., author of The Land and the Book, was born and 
lived for many years in Palestine. Sometimes, it is true, the author is led off 



